The productivity of various media used in water analysis for the isolation of the coliform group has been frequently reported in recent literature. Since such studies may not be applicable where milk constitutes a portion of the inoculum, the Most Probable Number was determined in these experiments in a series of liquid and solid media containing milk.
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previous study (Bartram and Black, 1936) and were prepared from dehydrated products or according to the methods described by their proponents. Both the liquid and solid media were made up in such strengths that the addition of the 1 cc. of milk would serve to reduce the concentration of the medium to the usual value. All tubes and plates were examined at the end of 24 hours and 48 hours. Two strains each of Escherichia, Aerobacter and intermediates recently isolated from milk were used. The dilutions were so prepared that 1 cc. quantities could be used in making each inoculation and in all instances the media were inoculated alternately.
PRODUCTIVITY OF MEDIA CONTAINING MILK

RESULTS
The results obtained are shown in tables 1 and 2, in which the percentage productivity of each liquid medium is based on standard lactose broth as 100 per cent and each solid medium on standard agar plus milk as 100 per cent. On the basis of the results obtained, the liquid media would be placed in the following order, the most productive first: (1) methylene-blue bromcresol-purple; (2) fuchsin lactose; (3) brilliant-green bile, and (4) formate-ricinoleate. The Eikjman medium was unsatisfactory, giving negative results in all tests with the dilutions used. The solid media would rank as follows: (1) neutral-red bile; (2) violetred bile; (3) Endo; (4) brilliant-green lactose bile; (5) lactose taurocholate; (6) desoxycholate, and (7) trypaflavine agar.
DISCUSSION
These experiments may not be sufficiently extensive to evaluate completely the various media and for such a purpose a more detailed examination may be necessary, as pointed out by Noble (1935) . However, the results may be used within recognized limits, especially since no "border-line" medium was indicated. The results are somewhat in disagreement with those obtained in water analysis by other workers, none of whom employed milk with the inoculum. Ruchhoft (1935) in summarizing data received from cooperating laboratories, using the method of Butterfield-Hoskins, obtained the following productivity from highest to lowest: buffered lactose, fuchsin lactose, methylene-blue bromcresol-purple, brilliant-green bile, crystal violet and formatericinoleate. Ruchhoft and Norton (1935) in a preliminary report obtained essentially the same results except that the positions of buffered lactose and fuchsin lactose were reversed. Farrell (1935) rated buffered lactose and brilliant-green bile, in the order named, ahead of fuchsin lactose and placed trypaflavin broth below formate-ricinoleate. In this laboratory, Black and Klinger (1936) observed buffered lactose, fuchsin lactose, methylene-blue bromcresol-purple, brilliant-green bile, crystal-violet and formatericinoleate to rank in the order named. These results agree with those found by Ruchhoft. It would be interesting to determine if the addition of 1 cc. of milk caused the change in relative productivity of fuchsin lactose and methylene-blue brom-cresolpurple.
As far as is known, the productivity of the various solid media has not been reported so that no comparison is possible. However, the results in general confirm those obtained in previous work by us, (Bartram and Black, 1936) although desoxycholate agar fell below the results that might have been expected. This was accounted for by its low productivity with the strains of the intermediate group and may be characteristic of the medium, although this has not been determined with additional intermediate strains.
SUMMARY
Two strains each of Escherichia, Aerobacter, and intermediates recently isolated from raw milk were inoculated into five liquid and seven solid media in addition to standard lactose broth and standard methods agar, employed as controls.
A modification of the method of Butterfield was followed with two dilutions inoculated into 10 tubes of each medium. Two dilutions were plated in triplicate in the solid media and 1 cc. of sterile whole milk was added to each plate or tube before adding the organisms.
The productivity of the liquid media tested, based on Hoskins' Most Probable Numbers was, in order of descending sensitivity: (1) methylene-blue brom-cresol-purple; (2) fuchsin lactose; (3) brilliant-green bile; (4) formate-ricinoleate; (5) Eijkman medium. No one of the media was as productive as standard lactose.
The solid media ranked as follows: (1) neutral-red bile; (2) violet-red bile; (3) Endo; (4) brilliant-green lactose bile; (5) lactose taurocholate; (6) desoxycholate, and (7) trypaflavine agar. The unsatisfactory results obtained with desoxycholate agar may be accounted for by its low productivity with the cultures of the intermediate group used. Neutral-red bile and violet-red bile gave counts considerably higher than those obtained on standard agar plus milk.
